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| || a aceoinTe | Wi. 
Robert Crosfeilds Pzoceedings — 


UN TIME: 


HOUSE of LORDS, : 


The laft Seffion, and this  Selhon of Parliament : 


| | Wherein will appear the 
Preſent Miſerable State and Condition 
LE; OF TRE 


NATION 
| By the Open Violating and Invading ; of the 
Law and Liberty of the Subject : 


| Humbly Preſented to tbe Confiderationof the Lords and Commons in 
Parliament Aſſembled. p E. 


T is by all Men an allow'd Principle, "That ris the Bounden Duty of every Sub- ; 
jc& by the Laws of God, Nature, andthe Nation, to contribute all that in him 
lies towards thc Glory of God, and rhe Service and Preſervation of his Native 
Country, and the greater his Quality or Station 1s, whether Spiritual or Tempo- 

'* ral, fo muchthemore 1s this Duty Incumbent on him. 

If this wholfoine Principle had been truely and ſincerely practigd this Reign, then 

ight wehaveexpeRed that God would have bleſs'd our Endeavours, and not have 

uffer'd vs ro, have endur'd ſo long and tedious a War, and fo great Expcnce of Blood 

ind Treaſure ; and at laſt to bereduc'd to ſuch a Pitch of Mitery, as this Nation never 

vroan'd under ; 'and (which is more deplorable) nor caus'd by our Enemies abroad, but 

dur pretended Friends and Patriots at home ; and which 15s worlt of all, the Nation's 

Froaping, as it were, in the Dark, not ſeeing the true Rite and Cauſe of our preſent 

Miſery and approaching Ruin. 


Alt which will appear by the Violent Oppreſſion, Injuſtice, and judicial Blindneſs of 


o 


: 


Flie preſent Age. —- | 
For Brevity's fake T ſhall paſs over a great Act of * Injultice done to the Publick by s publig'a 
he Coutmilfchrs of Accounts, in the beginning of the Sefton of Parliament, holden mein m_diol 
t the Year 169?. and begitithe Relation of my Proceedings at: the Extubiting my TY nao dot 
tion to the Joule of Veers,” thic ſame Seſſion of Parliamenr, as tollowerth, vz. Kc. pag- 24+} 


March 916g. IT Preſented to the Houſe of Peers the following Petition. 


A 
| | A 


YO EE 


TO the Lords Spir ttual and Temporal it P arliament Aſſemblea, 


& 
oh 


dd 
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£ | Y 
The humble Petition of Robert |Crosfeild. 


Shewet h, 


" Hat your Petitioner havii lately dedtcated end pr ſented foyour Loraſbips 0 Book enth | 

© taled, Great Brittain's Tears ; /erring forth the great Abuſes commuted in the Go- | 
wernment by Perſons 1 Places of Truſt, and alſo the E1 zlement of the P ublck Tr eaſure, 
to the great Hazard of the common Safety of the Natiop : And your Petitioner having in 
the Paper annex'd, drawn up ſome part of the ſaid Myſcarriages and Grievances that the Na- | 
1101 ow labours under, relating to :he Royal Navy, and being ready by good ſubitamtial Evi- | 
aence t9 prove the ſame before this mot Honoarable Hoaſe : | 


Tour Peitioner therefore moſt humbly prays that your Lordſbips will pleaſe to hear and ex- | 
. amiye the ſaid Grievances, that the Offenders may have ſuch puniſhment, and the | 
great Numbers that are pppreſſes, ach Relief, as to your Loroſhips Wiſdom ſhall ſeem | 
meet. And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray, &Cc.. | 

| 4 

That the preſent Commiſſiopers for Sick and Mounded Seamen, and Exchanging Priſoners at 
War, (depending on the Admiralty) not regarding Inſtrattions, or the Good of the Govern- 

ment, have committed proſs i®normittes; as Holding or |Conniving at an unlanful Correſpon- 
dence with the French, and Wronoins both King and Subject in their Accompts, with other 
great miſcarriages: Allwhich has been about a Tear ſince\laid tn Writing before the Secretary of 
State by one Mr. aſton, ana by the King's Command examin'd before the Lords of the As- 
miralty, &c. Anditwill appear, that the ſaidCormuſſion h::5 been wery injurious to the poor 
Sailors tn particalar, and wry detrimental to the Government th general. 

2. That the Lords of the Admiralty, ana Commiſſioners of the Navy, have acted con- 
trary to the Publick Good, by connenancing, ſupporting, and preferring Criminals ; ana on | 
the contrary, pcr/eeutis2 the Diſcoverers, and turning juſt Men out of their Offices. i 

J- 1hat they Loraſbips have had great - "ap laid before them of. Emwbealgnents, ana | 
other great Fr ads commil ted in the King's Vards, attended with Forgery and Pevguwy.s + | 

4. 1vat it i mantfiſt ſome of the Commiſſioners of the Navy have in that Office ad-}} 
w41c'd ti pelius from Salaries of 3o l- per Annum, |to vaſt Eflates, having paſſed great 
Pravas, ana totaly diſcourazed the Diſcovery of Embezled Stores, to the great waſte F the ys 
Pibiick 'Ireafare. | | | | 

5. That it has been a lone Praftice in the Nawy to|make out falſe Tickets and Powers, 
Juſpenairr ara celajing the poor Salers in their uſt Paymen! 5, to the peneral Diſcoarage- 


ment of them, and Staruiie ihur Families. | 


- Put ere 1 could get the aforeſaid Petition Read [in the Houſe of Peers, met with 
{ſeveral difficulties, many I .ords, both Spiritual and "Temporal, declining, to carry in 


| the ſame ; and being almott eut of. hopes, at length I 'met with a Noble Lord, that 
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with much treedom carricd it into the Houſe, and! caus'd it to be Read on the gth 
of March laſt ; Whereupon their Lordſhips were pleas'd toOrder the Commiſſioners 0! 
Accounts to iay before the Houſe an Account of the Proceedings againſt che Commil-| 
loners. tor Sick and Wounded ; and in che mean time their Lordſhips did Hear and Ex- 
amine part of the Matter at the Bar of the Houfe, which put me in great hopes that]. 
all the Evil Practices would have been laid open that Parliament. | 
But the Commiſſioners of Accounts fearing that the Notorious Natters of Perjury, &c. 
lying in their Oince, would have come to light. They to prevent the ſame, pretended 
tothe Houte, in Anfwer to their Lordſhips Order,] That the Matter was ſtill depend- 
1g bgore them, and nor hntfh'd, &c. And fo preyaild with their Lordſhips to Re- 
COMMIT TRE matter them, which was accordingly fone the 20th of Merch laſt,and the 
PEXt Cay, the 24. and 34. of the aboye-mention'd Articles were alſo referr'dto their Ex- 
amination, with Order to Tranſmit the ſame, when perfefted, ro the Houſe ; which)... 
(by reaſon of much Importaot Buſineſs) they have not had leiſure todo to this day ! but m 
how cvilly they have examin'd the aforeſaid matter,ſufficiently appears by what has becn|,. 
Publiih'd im * Print, and will alfo be turther demonſtrated by what enſues ; and fo allf- 
theſe Enormous Crimes were hid, cover'd and huſt'd up the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
bytheſe Gentlemens great Ingenuity. 1 *” Bur) 


» 


4 


| | 3 it 
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| But in order to the Detccting theſe falatious Practices, TI did, againlt the Mecting ot 
| this preſent Sefſion of Parliament, Print and Publiſh a Book Entitnled, J./#:ce Pervert- 
| ed, &c. Which I Dedicated to both Houſes of Parliament, letting forth ſome of the 
| horrible Corruprions in the Government. Alf Mr. Baffon Printed and Publiſh'd his 
' Caſe, Dedicated to the Houle of Peers, containing, not only the Evil 'PraCtices of the 
| preſent Commiſſioners tor Sick and Wounded, but alſo the more evil Examination there: 
ot, by the Commiſſioners of Accounts. And that all theſe toul Matters might come to 
'a fair Examination, 1 drew up a Petition to the Houſe of Peers, but before I Inſert ic; 
1 ſhall Relate the great (and I believe unparallelPd) diffcultics 1 met with, in bringing 
the ſaid Petitioninto the Houſe. 1 
Having drawn up my faid Petition, I repair'd to that Noble Lord, who carried it in- 
to rhe. Houſe the laſt Parliament, and pray'd| his Lordſhip to caule it to be Read, but 
found his Lordſhip very cool 1n the matrer, tho? not refuſing to do it ; in this manner 
1 waited upon, and attended his Lordſhipnear a Month, but finding nothi::y more, and 
much time loſt, I drew another Copy o my. Petition, and preſented 1t ro divcis other 
1 Noble Lords, both Spiritualand Temporal, but none thought fit to Adventure to carry 
ÞT in the ſaid Petition, tho the matter was aftually Depending in the Houſe from the | 
© Jait Parliament; upon which I was nece fhtated to take other Meaſures, and thereupon 
1 wrote a Letter tomy Lord-Keeper, and ſent it into the Houſe to his Lordſhip, by the 
Gentleman-Uſher of the Black-Rod : A Copy of which Letter is as Followeth. 


- My Loid, Jan. 27. 169+. 

: | | | 

f Ltho' it is the wnqueslionable Right of every free Born Sabjeft of England, toheve 
£ the Liberty of Petitioning, a;;d the" it has in all 12's been aljo acconntcd the Indiſ- 


7 | penfible Duty of every Peer,. not to refuſe a Petition that ſhall be offrr 4 him ; yet have 
riot I been able, in a Months Attendance and Salicitation of ſexrural Noble Loyas, to get 4 
| Petition carried imo 'the Houſe of Peers. My ſaid Petition ts avainſt Notorious Crimes, 
n | hit have been Committed in the Admiralty, Navy, and Sick and Wounded Offices, whereby 
| ihe King and K :ngdom have been pgroſly avus'd, and the publick Treaſure waſted, to a very 
al | hich deeree, which has already greatly Enaarger'd the Common Safety, and certainly will 
* | Gf 70: timely redreſsd) bring the Nation into, Confuſion ;, all which I am fully able to 
A- 4 prove. | | is ET | | 
at Therefore, as an Engliſhman, T think my ſelf. oblig* to lay opcn the ſame by the Daty [ 
heloneto God, my King and my Country. 1 , 
And /o I moſt humbly pray your Lorajſhip to cauſe this Letter to be Read to the Houſe, and 
s, [ove that I may be CalPd to the Bar to Preſent my Petition, being ſorry I ams forc'd to 
ie. [trouble your Lordſhip with this New way of Petitroning the Flouſe of Peers : I am attending 
' fat the Door of the Houſe, and Remain, with all profound reſpect: 


thi | My Lord, 
auth | + Tour Lorgſhiy”s moſt Obedient Servait , 
off | * | | Robert Crosfeild. 


nk At the Receiving of, which Letter, my Lord-Keeper (as I was inform'd) Atted 
vith a great deal of Honour ; For immediately he Reported the true Nature and Sub- 
ance of it to the Houſe, Telling their Lordſhips withal , That *rwas the ſevereſt 
harge that eyer he Read ; at the making of which Report, the fame Lord (who 
had long apply'd to before) came owt of the Fouſe in great haſte, and ſent one 
'F! the Door-keepers to me 1n the Painted Chamber, defiring me uo ſend him my Pe- 
hel he having loſt that which. I had given him before, which I accordingly did, 
-— $*d then his Lordſhip rerurning ifnto the Houſe, ſpake (as I was inform'd) to this ef- 
$i That he acknowledg'd he had beep very much Teez'd about bringing in this 

Dt On; but that when he brought it in the laſt Parhametit, 1t not —_— with that 
U Couragement, he hop'd and expedted it wonld have had, was the Reafon why he 


Fl 


eE25 ſo backward in doing it this Seffion, 2t which ſeveral of .che Lords ftood up and 
ally: |: -- © As 1 | faid; pl 
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(f1:d, Thar if ir had becn offer'd to them, they would have brought it in; and the 

whole Houſe ſaid, They were very willing to hear it, but that the Buſineſs for the 
Gay was Orde''d for the Eaſr-Inars Company) ſo my Petition not being read that day,l 
concluded his Lordſhip would have caus'd it to be Read the next Morning ; bur fmd- 
ing nothing mov*d, and fearing things were all aſleep, I wrote out another Copy, and 

| the next morning, v4z. 29th. of Jannaary, I offerd it to a| Noble Lord, who told me he 
heard I had been refugd almoſt by every Body, and that he would carry it in for me, 
whieli his Lordſhip accordingly did, and immediately it was Read, a Copy of which 
is as followeth. | | 


To the Lords Spiritual an Temporal vi Parltament Aſſembled. 


44 The Humble Petiticn of Robert Croxfcild, 


Sheweth, 


y j "Hat your Petitioner, the Laſt Seſſion of Parliament, preſented : his humble Petition to 
oli ils be. & | your Loraſbips ſetting forth ſeveral great Corryplicns in the Government, 4 * Coppy 
tion and Arti- of which is hereunto annex'd, ani tie ſaid Corruptions \and Miſcarriages havins not been re- 
clesin the be- JreſPd, nor the Actors therem puniſh'd, Por the Great Numbers 0 Oppreſs'd had "' Re- 
oo By i 1 lief ; (but their Miſertes Increas'd) nor the ſaza Petition throughly Examin*a. And your 
EE Petitioner being ready to prove the Alles zt1ons, and Articles therein by Good and Subſtantial 


Emidence. 


Your Petitioner therefore moſt humbly prays your Loraſvips to order a ſpeedy Hearing 
of the ſaid Corruptions and Grievances, before this mot Honourable Houſe us 
ſuch manner, as to your Lordſbips Wiſdom ſhall (tem meet. And your Petitioner 
ſhall ever Pray, &C. | 


IG Robert Crosfeild. 


Upon reading which Petition the Houſe was pleas'd to make the follov/ing order. 


\ 


\ 


Die Mercarn, Jan. 29. 1655. 


1. 4.0: 7 Pon reading the Petition of Robert Crosfeild, praying to be heard as to the Corryptis 
E 1 Wi \ #* ons ani Grievances, l2:d before this Houſe the laft Selfion of P1r!iiment in his Petition. 
£ Wi I: 1s orfer by the Lords Spiritual ana [ exmporal in Parliament aſſemble, that the Commuſfgoaers 


appointed by z late At of P artzament to Examine, take and State the publick accounts of the 


K inodom, co lay before this Houſe with.all Convenient ſpeed; An account in W. riting what | 


| | rev ave "-38 upon the orders of this Houſe, ſent to\rhem the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, inf 
: T7 Nejerexce 5) the matters meixiorn'd in Mr. Crosfeilds Petition. | . 


Y -: | Marh. Johnſon Ctr, Parliamentor. 


{As foort as this order was made, I was told by a Member of the houſe that when the 

- | \ Commilſioners of accounts return'd their Anſwer, |and that the whole matter lay fairly] 
| tefore the houſe, that then their Lordſhips would appoint a Committee to Examane it; 
accordingly I waited ſeveral days, and tinding no Report from the Commiſſioners of ac 

counts, and having good grounds to believe they would never return any, by reaſon! 

would ditcover their own Partial and Illegal practices, I therefore acquainted a Nobk 

Lord therewith, and pray*d his Lordſhip to move the houſe to appoint a Commitee t: 

Fxemme theſe Corruptions, before whom I would- prove diyers Notorious matters 

Dh tha 


A _ In. a te. © 


C5) 
| ; I | 


the publick good, as it was to cauſe heats and feuds in Parliament to hinder the 


| Aﬀairs, for that if theſe matters were laid before the King, his Majeſty would eff 


y redreſs the ſame; Bur to acquit my ſelf of ſuch a Callumny I drew up a Petition 
r0 his Majeſty, which | preſented at Kenſington, On Sunaay the gtll of Hb. laſt A C *E" 


of which Perition is as followeth. | 
{To the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


The humble Petition of Robert Cro, ferld. 

Sheweth, | | | | 

s Km your Petitioner hath a few days ſince [g/ apans his hamble Petition to the houſe of peers 
(where it 1s now depending) ſetting forth the great Corruptions and Evil Practices of the 


Admiralty, Navy,and Suk,and Wounded Offices, a * Copy of which 1s hereunto ann: x'd. | 
That the ſaid Corruptions having been prattic'd and ftrongly ſupported, the greateſt part of 


D 


that were never before the Comnuſhioners 6i| Accounts, and deliver'd lus Lordſhip a Pe- 
I :ition ro that purpoſe, which will be hereatter incerted. But his Lordſhip did not thank, 
| fir comove the houſe thereupon, telling me, I had better wait ſome -time longer, which 

E 1 accordingly did. -- But hoding that diverſe Crafty and Scandalous Reports were (| read 
abroad, Nemely, That my deſign in bringing theſe Complaints was not fo much for 
Ual- 


"4 


* Fid. The Pe-+ 
T2 : A | | tion and Ar- 
| your Majeſties Reign, Tour Petitioner humbly Concerves, that "tis from thence has proceeded all ticles in the 


| the Ruines and Diftreſſes that have fallen upon the pablick, which if not redre(7d are likely to trgining of , 
| Increaſe to ſuch a degree, as to prove of fatal C e69 rmer, this paper, 


That as theſe proceedings, do greatly tend to Alienate the hearts of your Majeities good Sub- 
jects, nho have ventar'd their Lives and Fortunes for your Majeſties ſervice, ſo on the Con- 
trary, the Reareſs of theſe Grievances and bringing the Offenders to Juſtice, will greatly draw 


| the affettion of your faithful people, to your Majeſties Government : and your Petitioner, in all 
i humility Concerves that the general love of thoſe Millions of your Majeſties good 


$ Subjects that have and do ſo freely Contribute their Eſt ates for your Majeſties Service, is much 


more to be 11'u'd than the Love of thoſe few that ſerve your Majeſty chiefly for the Lucre of 


great Eſtates, ſome of whom "tis to be fear'd, will be too ready when oppert unity ſerves, to draw 


their Swords in behalf of your Majeſties Enemies, the truth of which appears by therr wilful 


fatal Management, in almo#t every Branch of your Majeſties Service this War. 


| That your Petitioner being deſirous (if poſſible) to prevent theſe matters being Exanm'd in 
open Parliament, leaſt feuds and heats Gould a riſe, which may be of ill Conſequence to your 
Majeſtys Aﬀairs,and being hambly of opinion that your Majeſty may redreſs theſe Grievances by 4 


Committee of ſuch Noble Perſons, who well anderſt «nd the nature of the Crimes, and are of 
| own Integriry,and Zealous for your Majeſtys true Intereſt and happy Government, the Names 


of whom your Petitioner has bumbly preſum'd to inſert. 


fl * Duke of Shrewsbury. Tour Petitioner therefore moſt humbly prays yoar S4- 
Lord privy Seal. cred Majeſty, to appoint the ſaid Committee ſo * 
Marguejs of Normanby. nam'd (with ſuch other perſons as your Majeſty in 
Earl of Rocheſter. Wiſdom ſhall think fit to add thereto) to Hear 
Earl of Bridgwater. and Examisn the Articles and Allegations in the 
Earl of Stamford. annex'd petition, and with all Convenient ſpeed to 
Earl of Malborough. make a Report to your Majeſty, without the ac- 
Eerl of Monmouth. uſtom'd formality and Delays, That the Offenders 
Earl of Torrmgton. — may be punniſhd, the Grievances Reareſs'd, and 
Lord Cornwallis. the minds of Tour Majeſties good Swbjetts quiet- 
Margeeſs of Carmarthen: | - fed, and their Hearts Reunited to your Majeſty in 
Lord Cornbury. - [ all Love and Duty. And your Petitioner ſhall 
Str Richard Onſlow. | ever prey. : 
Ssr Samuel Bernadiſton. | | | 
Robert Crosfcild. 


The 
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The ſame Evening I receiv'd the Kings an{wer to| this Petition, by the Secretary of 
State to this Effect, 1 hat my Petition was Read, but that the matter berng depending before the 
houſe of Peers,h1s M aje/ty did not think | fit to meddle with\it. And, thus I found the atoretaid 


Reports of the Kings hearing theſe matters to be urrerly talſe, whereupon, I apply'd a- 


gain to the houſe of Peers, and finding no Report hor any an{wer return'd trom the 


Commiſſioners of Accounts, nor any probability of 


2d intOthe houle ; T inclosd it in a 


the atoremention'd Petition, relating to the Commiſ A nonhe how; which by 'req- 


ſon of the great difficulty I had found to get it Carry 


Letter and fent it to Sir George Treby, Lord Chict 
was then ſpeaker of the houſe (my: Lord keeper 


Juſtice of the Common Plea's, who 
being Indiſpos'd) by the Gentleman 


1J{her of the Black-Rod, a Copy of which Letter and Petition 1s as tolloweth, vc. 


February 13th 1 


Nh Lora, 


3 þ HE great arfficalt 'y I have found, toget a Petition Carry a mmto the houſe of peers, obliges 


me to give YORY Lordſhip this trouble. 


I have a Petition of Complaint againſt diverſe Note 
now depending in the Houſe,upon which their Lordſbips 4 | uſt 99: 
of Accounts, But the ſaid Commiſſioners delaytng,or rather never Intenaing to obey the Jaid order, 
and fearing the houſe of Peers, as well as the Nation 1 General may be 4 gain Imposd upon, 
and di/appointed thu Seſſion of Parliament as they were the laſt, 1 therefore humbly pray yoar 
Loraſhip to read the Inclo?d Petition to the houſe, it betng of great Concern to the publick good - 
And Mr. Baſton who is named therein with my ſelf, are attending at the Door to avjwer 


the fame. | 


Directed on the back 
fice to the Right 
Honourable Sir 
Cergel reby, Lord 

- Chict Juſtice of thc 
common Plea's. 


The humble Petition of 


Sh weth, 


4 


a) 
SA 
. 


I am, My Lord, 


Your Lordſhips moſt obedient Servart 


Robert Crosferld. 


: To the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled. 


Robert Cros fetid, 


F "Hat when your Petitioner preſented his humble Petition, to your Loraſhivs the laſt Selſion 


and this Seſſion of Parliament, It was not only Aeſiewd. to lay open the Corraptions aid 
Ewil practices of the Admiralty, Navy, and Sick, and Wonndrd Offices, but alſo Intended as an 
Appeal from the Jultice of the Commuſſioners, for Stat} 


ena of the year 1093. Had the Complaint laia before 


' for Sick and Wounded, which contrary to the publick good, they have delay d to this day in the 


* —_—_— \l/ ® , 
HANEY following, Vit 


1 hat the /aia Complaint was about five months in their Office ſworn to, before it came unde 
* 


Examination, till on the firit of Auguſt 1694 The | 


Mr. Baſton, axd, after rejecting the fir:t three Articles \in his Complaint, they, in an Illegal 


ns the punlick Accounts,who in the latter 
thew, aga:mſt the preſent Commiſſioners 


aid Commiſſioners of Accannts ſent for 


Arbitrary manner, Examin'd the reſt, and Countenanc'd 
as well as other notorioxs Crimes, all which lay Dorman! 


That your Petitioner the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 


moſt Flonourable Houſe, your Lordſhips were pleas'd to order the ſaid Commiſſioners of Accounts, 
fo lay before the Houſe an account of the proceedings, azainſt the Commiſſioners for Sick and 
| | | | | Wount- 


and Conceall'd manifeft Perjury therein, 
till the begining of March 1695. 
preſenting his humble Petition. to this 


the fame: I drew another Copy of 


rious Corruptions, 1n the Government 
ve Iſha an order to the Commulſ:91:r; 


may_y@FT a5 


"ore ——_—__ : _— - 2 DEN" + ME EN” Ga ada at 444 5 p ai ache 
— ” 3 E Pen; TY 3, 
I © b 1 
; bs 
-y 
þ. : 
-_ 
; q 4 
/ «| 
© bl] 
* 


? 


Wounded, to which in Eleven days, viz. from the 9th fo the 20th of March, they return'd on! » 
Verbal anſwer, and pretended the matter was ſlill depending before them and not fimſh*d, &c. 
þy which they prevail'd to have it Recommitted, which was accordingly done, as well as the 24 
wid 3d Articles in my Petition, which they Examin'd as Illec ally as before (all which appears by 
rhat Mr. Baſton and your Petuioner have ſet forth in Print). And fo the matter has been 
lay d by the ſaid Commiſſioners of Accounts to this aay, by which means the Nation has been 
adly di/appointed of a moſt neceſſary atſcovery, which orherwiſe might have been 111d open to 
our Loraſhips the laſt Sefron of Parliament ,znd in all probability, Infinite Evils prevented that 
2s ſince fallen upon the Pablick. | 2X | 


» 
bo 


That the Conmiſſuoners of Accounts having atted in the aforemention'd manner their Report, 

$-/cnever they make it, will appear ro their ſhame, and ſo your Petitioner humbly Concerves it na- 
urally follows, they will never obey the preſent order of this moit Honourable Houſe (which has 
/ready been fifteen days wnaxſwer'd ' ſo as t0' make | Report of: theſe matters willingly but Endea- 
087 by all means pojſible roEvade and delay it thisSelfion of Parluame1:t alſo, under diverſe ſpecions 
pretences of otber more Important buſineſs. For preventing of which, and for that your Petitioner 


,umbly Concerves, the diſtreſſes an danger that the pablick lies under, is very great by reaſon of 


rhe violent perverting and obſtructing of Juſtice, and for that the adverſaries have no way to 


withſtand a Legal hearing of theſe Notorioas matters, but by | the aforeſaid meth od of aelays. 


Tour Petitioner does therefore moſt humbly pray, your Loraſhips to appoint a Committee to 
hear and Examine the Articles, and Allegations in his late Petition, who in the mean time 
that the Commuſſioners of Accounts may delay their Report, ſhall have drverſe Ennormous 

| pos provid before their Loraſhips, that were never before the ſaid Commiſſioners of 
Accounts. | Exc 


And your Petitioner ſhall ever Pray, &c. 
Z Robert Crosfeild. 


R 


This Petition Enclos'd in the aforeſaid Letter, was deliver'd by the Uſher of the 
Black-Rod toSir George 1 reby, and I expeQting his Lordſhip would have mov'd the houſe 
therein (as my Lord Keeper had done before) I attended that day, but heard nothing of 
it, Then I came to the Houle the next morning, and underſtood frem one of the Clerks 
of the Parliament ( whoſe name I rhink is Walker) That Sir George Treby had given my 


Better and Petition to him, and told him he had nothing to do to move the Houle in it, 


and that every body knew Mr. Crosfeilas . buſineſs, and offer'd ro give my Petition 
back. hoe: | 
Thus all theſe foul Crimes, that have been laying open theſe two Seſſions of Parla- 


= 


ment, are knock'd down dead by this laſt At of denial of Juſtice in the higheſt Court of 


Indicature, which has oblig'd me to Print theſe Proceedings; and becauſe the matters 
are ſo notorious ,as hardly to be Parell'd in anyAge orNartion,lI ſhall therefore crave leave 
to make ſome ſhort Obſervations upon the whole. 


And 1ſt, obſerving our unaccountable Loſſes and Miſcarriages with the great Szrezghts, 
into which the publick is brought to find oue Mony for Carrying on the War, It 1s mat- 
ter of amazement to Conſider, That there ſhould be ſuch Coldneſs, or rather unwil- 
lingneſs to Examine into that Maſs of Wickedne(s, that has been laid open, which hav- 
ing overſpread the Nation like a Leproſy, has, been the true Cauſe of all our paſs'd and 
preſent miſeries, - and muſt Inevitably bring us to Ruine, if the Laws are nor ſpeedily 
put in Execution to prevent it. I ſay, *tis matter of Amazement, that we ſhould be back- 
ward to Enquire into the Caule of our Miſery. | | 


2dly, Our pratices are not only contrary to theRules of common Prudence and Rea- 
ſon, bur alſo to the prattiſe of all other Nations, It being publickly known, That the 
French and Venetians have lately conſtituted |Commiſſioners, to Enquire into publick 


aff frauds, as naturally concluding (tho none are] Complain'd of) that there will be Cheats 
J and Embezetments of the publick Mony in time of War,when there is moſt need of fru- 


gality. But we are o far from doing like them, that we are unwilling ro Enquire into 
thoſe Notorious Miſcarriages that are already laid open, tho ſome of them have been 
actually prov'd over and over, and the Criminals Prote&ted and Continu'd in their Em- 
ployments to this day. a 


zdly, 


of 


publick gc 


COnLFAry 


Ee - | 
And therefore in ſhort 


y Petition, and Articles now lying in 
Lordſhips Wiſdom, Prudence,and Mo- 
o the Happineſs of the King agd 


R obert Crosfeild. 
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